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In accordance with ]apanese copyright laws， itis permissible for ]apanese universities to include 
previously published material in their entrance exams without having to receive prior consent from 
or disburse royalties to the original authors of the material being reproduced. This privilege does not 
extend， however， to private companies wishing to reprint the exams; for these companies， the authors' 
permission is required as is the distribution of royalties. To examine whether these companies are 
always diligent in observing these requirements， the author of the present study wrote a short 
passage that appeared in the 2013 English section of Sapporo Medical University's entrance exam. 
The author's name was included at the end of the passage， thereby establishing copyright ownership， 
meaning that private companies wishing to reproduce the work were obligated to receive the author's 
consent before doing so. However， although the passage was subsequently reproduced by several 
companies， only one was in correspondence with the author， suggesting that these companies are not 
following copyright regulations to the extent that they should. 
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1 Introduction 
It is widely recognized that ]apanese university 
entrance exam committees regularly include 
copyrigh ted ma terial on the English (and 
kokugo) sections of their exams. Likewise， the 
committees rarely ask those holding copyright 
over the material for their consent to use 
these works on the exams and almost never 
provide compensation. Although this practice is 
considered unfair by many，l as has been noted in 
previous studies，2.3 copyright regulations in ]apan 
do allow universities to use previously published 
material without authors' prior consent， albeit 
with some limitations. 
More problematic， however， iswhat transpires 
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after the completion of the examination period. 
Specifically， of concern is the manner in which 
these exams are used by private companies， such 
as preparatory (cram) schools and publishers 
of exam compilations. These companies 
regularly reproduce and distribute the exams， 
particularly those from what are considered 
the more prestigious ]apanese universities 
However， although copyright regulations may 
permit universities to use the works of others 
without requiring prior consent or distribution 
of royalties， the same is not true for the private 
companies. In con trast， they are req uired to 
obtain permission from the copyright holders and 
compensate them accordingly. 
As such， an author whose material has 





